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2orm D of the Psychosocial fiaturity (PSH) Inrentory 
and the 2okeach Dogmatism Scale mere administered to 325 lOth^ grade 
students to test a predicted correlation between the, Eogmatism Scale 
and th^ Change and tolerance sufascales of the PSE battery, and to 
examine rhe pattern of covariation betveen psychosocial maturity and 
dogmatism, i substantial negative correlation between tolerance and 
Dogmatism iras cbtaiced, but the predicted relation hetv^^n pogmatism 
and Openness to Change vas weak, fhe aurhors posit a peculiarity iq^ 
the wording of the Change items to explain the lack of a more 
substantial correlaticn. The implications of differential male and 
female patterns of correlation are discussed. (Author) 
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Ihe Johns KopJcins University 
Baltirore, Maryland 



IS:e Center for Social Orgc:iiizatich of Sdtools has two priiaary 
objectives: to derelop a sci€atj^i.c iJl^ledge of hcv scbcols affert their 
sradests, arta to ;ise this krcwl^ge to develop better school practices 



CecTHT ^55233 tfcroog^s |2ifp^ p r crg rcja s^^SiteTB- ttb c&jj^uzv^i^. 
The Schools and Kartarity prograit is stsdynsg the effectcs of scbcol/ fascily, 
and peer gro:^ e^gverierces cn the develqpcnent* of attitudes cons is test with 
P'S%*c±iOSocial inaturity. Ihe ch^ectives are to fonrnilate, assess, and re- 
search iTrpcrtant educational goals ether than tradirional academic achieve- 
2Bent. The progrcst has developed the Psychosocial Katorit^* (?5M; Inventory 
for the assessnient of adolescent social r individual r and interpersonal 
adequacy, s^ie School' Organization prograsn is currently concerned with 
authority -control structures/ tash struct ur e r re«card sys^axs, and peer 
grom>" processes in schools. It has tfroduc^ a large-scale study of the 
effects of open schools/ has developed the TeaxES-Gaaes-Toumanient (TCT) 
instructional process for teaching various subjects in elementary and 
secondary schools, and has produced a cocrput^ized system for school -^ide 
attendance sionitoring. ^e Careers program i^es'its work urooa a theory 
of career (development. It has developed a self -administered vocational 
guidance device and a self-directed career program to promote vocatioixal 
developsient and to foster satisfying curricular decisions for high school, 
college, and adxxlt populations. ^ 

^is report/ prepared by the Schools and Maturity prograciir 
.exafaines the validity of the Psychosocial Maturity Inventory by inves- 
, tigating its relationship with the concent of dogmatism. , *" 



rcnr D of the PSK Invectcry and rhe Ec^each liognariszi Sc^ale vere 
acumisrered to 325 lOrh grade sradents to test a predicted correlarion 



?5K batter-/, ^ tc exsndx^e the pattern of cx?variat:ioji between ps-/c±tD- 
sDcial naturir:/ aiid dogir^tisii. A sir^stantxal negative TOrrelation i^tveen 
Tcierahce and logn^t^sit V5:s obtained, but the predxcted relation between 
rogr.ati23r arid qperj:.ess to C^^ange vas vear.. rhe authors posit a pecruliarit\' 
XT. the vording of the Oiaiige items to expl^ain the lack of a iiore sub- 
stantial correlation. Hxe irolicat^ions of differential male and female 
^ patterns of correlation are discussed. 
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Greeriberger and S;^rens£n*s nodel of r>sychDSOcial sateirity <1974) 

integrates sociological and psytjhological perspectives of = aa.turxtj'' by taking 

into account the recuirements of socxety as veil as the healthy develoonient 
. - } _ ' 

sar^' for siature functioning in any given culture — Individual Adequacy, 
Interpersonal Adequacy, and Social Adequac}'. Each of these dncensions of 
luaturiry is vie.%-ea as a cos2x>site of irore basic attributes which "/ar^' m 
nature froz one society to another. A ntodel of psychosocial zaaturity which 
Greenberger and S;irensen h^ve prOTOsed for our <?Vfn society is presented in 
Table 1. The ncJdel has been translated into a self- report instrmzkent — the 
-Psychosocial Maturity Inventory — which has been \xsed in nuiaerous studies 
of adolescent development (Greenberger et al., 1974; Greenberger et al.,' 
1975) . 



Insert Table 1 About Here 



:ihis study investigates the relationship between the Rokeach 
Dogzatisa Scale (1960) and the stibscales of the Psychosocial Maturity (PSM) 
Inventory. The purpose is twofold. First/ by positing specific relation- 
ships between subscales of the PSM Inventory and the Dognatisn Sdale, 
evidence for the cditstruct validity of the PSM subscales nay be obtained. 
(See Josselson et al./ 1974 and" Bond et al./ 1974/ for other validity . 
'studies of the Individual and Social Adequacy scales.) Second/ an 



ex22ian2ti.cn of th-e pattern of co va riation \ri.tb dognatisia should pemdt a 
failer aroreiiation of Jbhe nature of x>sychosoc:ial"niatarity itself. 

Hokeach (1954) has defined aognatisa as "(a) a relatively closed 
cognitive organization of beliefs and disbeliefs about reality, (b) organized 
around a central set of beliefs about absolute authority vhich/ in turn, <c> 
provides a framework for patterns of intolerance toward others "(p. 195). 
?j:>>:each further defines dogsatisa as reS^ring to "a closed way of thinking 
. • . associated with an ideology regardless of content, an authoritarian 

• outlook on life, an intolerance toward those 'wit± opposing beliefs, and a 
sufferance of those with similar beliefs'* {Rokeach, 1960, pp. 4-5). Accord- 
ingly, the •'closed mind" can be observed both in the practical world of"-' 
• political and religious beliefs ^ and in the more abstract world of philosophic 
thought . In refinixig the ivotion of dogmatisSf Rokeach xised the term "dogmatic" 
synonymously with "closed"; that is^ persAis characterized as "high dogmatic" 
eire seen as having closed' miiids aiid closed i>elief systems, wheresis those 
characterized as "low dogmatic" are seen as having open miiids and belief 
systems, which are flexible and open to change. 

Of specific concern in this study is the relationship between 
' dogiJiatism and two PSl^^j^scales^ Change and Tolerance. No aspect of matxirity 
should correlate positively with dogmatism (i.e., the more psychos ocd'ally 
mature an individiial, the less he or she sho\ild fit the description of 

1 closed mindedness), but there is no caapelling theoretical reason for certain 

of the subscales — for example, Connninication and Work Orientation — to be 

negatively correlated with dogmatism. Rather^ these concepts and dogmatism 
> • 

tight well be orthogonal. Individuals scoring high on the Openness to 
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and. Tolerance subscales, hwever, should logically be less dogmatic 
those who score Izr^ on these iaeasures. Openness to socio-Tx>litical 

% ' • - ■ ■ 

as defined in Table 1, implies a general lack of rigid socied 
^Udes because the individual with this attribute recognizes both the 
^ Of the statxis quo and the 'costs of change* Tolerance of Individual 
^^ultural E)if fererices denotes acceptance of people who differ from the 

• . . 

*, and again, an awareness of both the costs amd benefits of tolerance 
^enberger and Sjirei|isen, 1974) . ■ h ^ . 

Thus, two specific predictions were made: (1) No significantly 
^tive co2rrelation would be obtained between the Dogmatism Scale and 
J*Sm subscales or summary scores; and (2) Significant negative corre- 



^^3is would be obtained between the Change eind Tolerance subscales cind 
*t>ogmatism Scale. 



Method 




Subjects were 163 fonale and 162 male 10th grade students of a 
^ -i-e-class, J>redominantly white high school in a suburb -of Philadelphia/ 
. ^^^Ivania. • ' j 




The PSM Inventory^ and the Dogmatism Scale weafe administered as 
Of -a larger survey exploring family/ school/ and peer effects on psycho- 
^1 development. Subjects were told that the questionnaires were designed 



f'Prm D of the PSM battery was administered. 



to elicit their opinions and attitudes on a wide yar*iety of ' social issues 
and COTimon, everyday experiences. Participation was" voluntary and the entire 
testing session l^ted approximately one -faour. * " , • 



Results and Discussion ■•. 



Correlations- between PSM scores and the' Dogmatism Scale "are pre- 
sented in Table 2. Previous reseairch has shown that significant differences 
exist between male?: and females on several of the PSM subscales (Greenberger / 
et al., 1974), females typically outscoring males of the same age on the three 
aspects of Social Adequacy. ?or this reason, separate analyses were per- 
formed for males and females. , * - 

As Table 2 indicates, the first prediction was clearly supported. 
^\11 correlations of Dogmatism with PShI subscales and summary scores were 
negative. The second prediction was partially supported. For both males 
and*females, the largest zero-order product moment correlations between sub- 
scales was that between Tolerance and Dogmatism. The relationship between 



Insert Table 2 About Here ( 

Openness to Change and Dogmatism was not* as strong as had been supposed, 
barely attaining significance at the 5% level in the male sample and not quite 
reaching statistical ^significance at the* 5% level in the female sample. 

lihe lower-than-expected negative correlation between Openness to 
Change and Dogmatism may be due in part to similarities in the wordii)^ of 
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* 

the Change items and items on the Dogmatism scale. Items on the Change sub- 

scale are generally stated in more forceful # obligatory la"nguage than are the 

items of the other subscales (e..g., "A man shouldn''t cook dinner for his 

.wife and children unless the wife is sick.";i "Schools should not let new 

methods of teaching, like TV and tapes, take up too much time in school."). 

i » ' * 

-The_gjBii.eral _l!,f lavor" of these items is dif ferent from that of other subscale s, 

1 

where ,the statements are phrased more as personal opinions than unalterable 

♦ 

social facts. (For example, from the Tolerance siiEscale, "It would not 
bother me to work with a person whose skin color is different from mine."; 
"I don't think I coiid be fr:^ends with a crippled person."). TVnother expla- 

' ' ■ / ' . ♦ 

nation of the lower-than-expected association between Openness to Ch^ange and 

Dogmatism lies in the relatively small variance of the Change subscale 

scores (the variance is smaller than that of any other PSM sxibscale {Table 3]). 



Whether this smaller variance results from genuine cons\sqjs]j^/ of opinion on 
the items or from uniform reactions to the wording of the items independent 
'of their content will ijequire further research. , . * 

A clear and consistent finding of potential importance is .the 
generally stronger negative relationship between dogmatic thought and 
psychosocial ma1;«rity in the female sample. Wi|:h the exception of the Roles 
and Change spores, where the correlations for both groups are virtually' 

identical, all relationships were more pronounced in the female group. It 

* 

should be noted that the sexes do not differ on the Dogmatism ^scale (see 

i 

Table 3) , but that, consistent with previous research, females tended to 
score in the more psychosocially mature direction on all PSM subscales. 
Thus, it appears that the more psychosocially mature ^e individual, the 
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better able we are to predict his or her degree of dogmatism. This certainly 
appeals to our intuitive notion of both the nature of psychosocial matiirity 
itself and the dynamics of psychosocial development. . ^ ' 

Although no predictions regarding other subscales were made/ several 
findings are worth brief comment. The moderate relationship between two lA 
subscales / Identity and Self-reliance/ and Doglnatism are not inconsistent with 



a growing body of literature (See ^^^owu/ ^S65) which indicates' that dogmatic 
individuals, in the formation of their beliefs/ tend to^ rely more on authority 
from above than their own evaluation (i.e., they tend to be less self-reliant). 
The literature on the relation between "Identity" as define^ here and Dogmatism 
is less clear (Brown/ p. 500)/ seme researchers concluding that dogmatic 

individuals possess a clearer/ more po^tive (but less accurate) picture of 
themselves than less dogmatic persons/ while others have concluded jiist the 

opposite. Our findings give moderate support to 'the latter view — that per- 

* 

•«ons-Hi^/hor-poss!§ss a^ clear and un dm b iv a l e n L ■pj.ctur£L>o£.jd iQ_ th ey are _are also 
likely to be less dogntatic. 

Summary " ; ' - 

This study provides Cvideiice^ for the construct validity of the 
Tolerance and Openness to Change subscales 'of the PSM Inventory through .1^^' 
their predicted negative correlation with a meastire of dogmatic thinking. 
Additionally/ the implications of differential male and female patterns of 
covariation were examined and discussed. It was hypothesized that a more 

accurate statement about an individual's placement along .the dogmatism con— 

. ^ _ / 

tinuiim is possible given some knowledge of his level of psychosocial maturity. 



the validity 
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liable 1 

* 

a 



^abseiice excessive need for social validation 
sense of ccntrol 
initiative 

Work Drieataticn 

standards of conpetence 
pleasnre in vorh 

general irofh shiils ^ 



A 



Identity' 

' clarity of self -concept 

ccnsideraticn of life goals _ 
se If -est:ee2r 
Internalized values 

' Int!erpez:^cn52 Adeqpacy p-^^^; ^ ^ ^ ^ ' 

Coninnnicaticn S)d-lls 
\^ abiJLity to eiicode messages 
ability to deoode gess^ys 
errpathy • ^ ^ ^ _ 

Enli^ten^ Trast 

rational dCT>endence 

rejection of sinrplistic vievs of hunian nataire 
avareness of constraints pa trustworthiness 

\ 

Kncwledge of tejor Soles \ . 

role-ao pro ur iate b^iavior J " ' 

sranagerient of role-cpnflict 

Social Adequacy 

Social Craaitment 

feelings of comunity 

willingness to work for social goals ^ 
readiness to forsi alliances ' 
interest in loj>g-tem social goals 

Openness to Socio-political Chaxige 
general openness to change 
^recogBition of costs of status quo ^ 
recognition of costs of change 

Tolerance of Individual ard Coltoral Differeisces 

willingness to interact with pec^le who differ frca the nona 
sensitivilgr to rights of people wbo differ frca the norn * 
awareness of costs and benefits of tolerance 



FroQ Greenb^ger^ E. and Sifrensen, Aa* B., 1974 
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